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            Equipping Faithful Men

A.  The Gospel

4.  “Salvation Not By Works”

Scripture Study:  Ephesians 2:1-10

Memory Verse:  Ephesians 2:8,9



Date Memorized_______________

Reflection

“That’s too good to be true.  Nothing in life is free!…”  Perhaps the greatest challenge you will face when sharing God’s good news with non-Christians is their reaction to God’s salvation as a gift to be received, not a certain behavior to be rewarded.  It’s not a matter of what we have done for God, instead, it’s an issue of what God has done for us.  God’s salvation is not by our works, but it’s by His grace to be received simply by faith.

It might be well to use a helpful illustration here.  Help him to realize that there is a difference between religion and Christianity.  Religion is spelled ‘d-o’ because it consists of the things people must do to try to somehow gain God’s forgiveness and favor.  The problem is that you never know when you’ve done enough.

Christianity is spelled differently.  It’s spelled d-o-n-e, which means that what we could never do ourselves, Christ has already done for us.  He lived the perfect life we could never live. He willingly died on the cross to pay the penalty due to us, that we could never pay.  To become a real Christian is simply and humbly believing what God has done and by faith claiming it for yourself.

In Ephesians 2:1-10 Paul shows our helplessness, God’s power and our response.

A. Background Study

1. As you read Eph. 2:1-3, describe the condition of people apart from Jesus Christ!
· What does it mean to be “dead” in trespasses and sin?  What are symptoms of being dead?
· What can a ‘dead’ person do about being dead?
2. The first three verses present a dismal picture, but what ray of hope is given for “dead” people?  (Eph. 2:4-5).
· What does the word “mercy” mean?  How is that different from “grace”?.

3. What has Christ done (2:5-6) to change mankind’s situation?  How would you explain this to a non-Christian?

· How does understanding the “deadness” of your condition enhance your understanding of Jesus’ death on the cross?  Of grace?

4. What is God’s plan and purpose for us in saving us?  (Eph. 2:7, 10).
B. Memory Verse:  Eph. 2:8, 9

1. Explain each of the following words:  saved by grace through faith.
2. To what is the phrase “this is not your doing” refer to?

· Is faith something that you generate in yourself that makes you worthy of salvation?  (John 6:44, 65; Titus 3:4-7)
3. What would you say are necessary ingredients of faith to be “saving faith”?  

(II Tim. 3:16,-17; John 1:12; James 2:18-19).

4.    If salvation is not the result of any human goodness or heredity, then how is it to be regarded and how is it to be received?

